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Pan American Foundation Di-

rector A. Curtis Wiigus saxd
yestercay ne didn't know the

CIA had funded one of the foun-

dation’s projects until he read
last week’s newspapers.

Wilgus is & researcher in
Latn American Studies at the
yUniversity ol Fiorida. The foun-

-datior. was organized in Wash-

ingwon in 1938 to promote ‘‘good-

r.=borliness and Pan-Amer-

Caniom.”
“. .:.aG no

r.‘ 2k Brown

“oundation, from

vaicn we recexved funds for.a’

pI‘O]ect was a CIA front,” Wil-
.gus commented yesterday in a
:telephone i sitarview from

‘Miami. "’ hody helps us
“out, - Jor his life his-
. tory.”

\
o AT
“I SON'T

‘project the fur

remember what
a5 were for. The
‘New York " - : reported we
got the money .. 1964 — that's
,how I found out about it.”

! Newspaper articles had linked
:the Pan American, Foundation
‘with the Umvemty of Florida,
.but officials there denied the
foundation . was  university-
‘based. )

| ¥Dr.. Lyle McAlister, director
of the Latin American Studies
(prooram said he was ‘‘absolute-
ly, certain” the foundation. was
inot connected with the Universi-
.ty of Florida.

" “I don't think the university
ever got a cent from it,” he
saxd

i “TO TIIL best of my knowl-
‘edge, none of the support for
ithe Caribbean Conference (a
‘university conference headed by
Wilgus) ever came from the
:Pan American Foundation. Wil-
ious received private contribu-
itions from companies like Esso

idea the'J, Fred”” |

A. CURTIS WILGUS
«« . didi’t ask history.

and Alcoa for the conference,
he commented. .

University news sources sald
Wilgus had been affiliated with
the Pan American Foundation
since 1957.

But Wilgus said yesterday he
has worked with the association
in Gainesville since he moved
here from Washington in 1951.

The foundation’s headquarters
were moved to Gainesville in
1950 and remained there until
Wilgus moved the Journal of
Inter-American Studies to - Mi-
ami in 1965. The journal was
copyrighted by the foundatxon
for several years.

“WE NEVER solicit funds
without a *specific project 'in
mind,” Wilgus said. “I do the
soliciting part of the.time. But}
I don't remember about all the
money. In fact, I'm seldom in

the .office. I don't keep up with}
these thmgs_,” Wilgus said yes—

terday.

‘He said Pan Amemcan Foun-}:
dation officials didn’t know thej,
Brown foundation' was CIA-T

connected.

“I would think a fouhdation of :
that sort, would ‘have some|i

STAT

standing or rehabllxty If they
help us out, we're glad to have
it,"” he added.

Wilgus is retiring from the
University of Florida effective
in June.' He will then move to
Miami, where he will continue
to work with the foundation.

At least two series of booklets
- have been copyrightéd by the
Pan American Foundanon in
Gainesville and published with
university ties. '

ONE WAS a 25-booklet series
called Latin American Mono-
.graph, which ran from Septem-
ber, 1957 through 1963.

t con‘amed scholarly writ-
ings by some of the university
faculty and by Latin American
and national figures. ’

The second was the Journal of}
Inter-American Studies, pub-
lished from January 1959,
through April 1964, copyrighted!

tion.
the Inter-American ~Academy,
school of inter-American studies

and printed by Drew Company
in Jacksonville, .

A SECOND series of the pam-
phlet is now being published}
under’ sponsorshxp of the Fordf
Foundation in Miami, - . ’5

The Pan American Founda-!
tion is a non-profit "organization]
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by the Pan American Founda- :
It was published quarterly by '

connected with the university)‘
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inter-American affalrs from the
United States and Latin Amen-)
ca. A )

It- cooperates with interd"
American organization, grants P
fellowships and scholarships to.
students, assists - teachers in.
travel and research, publishes®
and distributes books, booklets,

pamphlets, monographs and bib-""

liographies, according to 'ar.
brochure. \ . ‘

The foundation offers consul- s
tant services free to educational’
and other groups and organiza--;
tions who might need a U.S. ex-

pert on Latin Amenca for con-,, .

sultation,
It ‘supports its acﬂvmes by

soliciting contributions from ,

indxvidx{als, companies *.and. 4
other organizatxons. Dt :
‘: . ji
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